Portfolio Reports January 2026

Highways —
All of the potholes and problems with Westley Lane and Watley Lane are showing on the reported Highways map as
either being investigated or out to contractors for repair.

The fact that in the recent icy weather the village did not see the Road Gritting Lorry has been reported to our County
Councillor.

It seems that we are not a category 1 area, but we should get some gritting in the future. It may be that in the future
only the main Woodman Lane gets gritted because of the bus service.

We can discuss this with our City Councillor at the next Parish Council meeting.

Footpaths and Open Spaces —
1. Winchester Countryside access team have been around repairing and re-installing Footpath and Restricted Byway
signs, these should now be fully operable but if anyone notices an incorrect or damaged sign, they should let me
know.
2. New Community Engagement Ranger - Alison Hellyer has been appointed the new Community Engagement
Ranger for Hampshire NW area with specific responsibilities for Footpath access issues. It is my intention to invite her
to a forthcoming PC meeting to address some of Sparsholt’s specific issues.
Ham Green - From Malcolm Hewson
The Ham Green Volunteers recently held a work session on Sunday 4" January. We did some coppicing of
hazel stools and used the sticks to build up one of the coppice hedges on the field edge of the footpath and
refreshed the coppice wood benches. Our next session is on Sunday 15t February.
All volunteer attendees to date have signed the SPC Health and Safety Statement.
The HG conservation area is looking very well, and both the byway and the footpath are clear of any
overhanging foliage.
We have taken delivery of the metal hand cart to transport equipment (cost of £379.96 delivered inc VAT).
The cart is stored in the Memorial Hall undercroft and should prove very useful.
| have laid a small amount of pea shingle to fill in some shallow depressions near the byway end of the car
park and dug a small trench to drain rainwater. Overall, the surface of the car park is free of puddles. The
damaged dog waste bin has been replaced, and | have the impression that the dog fouling signage has had a
very helpful impact with reduced incidences of fouling.

Playground -

Sparsholt Memorial Hall —

We have a lot going on behind the scenes as usual at the Memorial Hall.

We are welcoming a new monthly hire from the ‘Winchester Gauge 0 Guild’ as of Monday 12th January, however
other hirings are quiet which is usual for this time of year. We continue to have a good working relationship with
Sparsholt Primary School and are responding to their requirements.

Health and Safety inspections continue with most of our emergency lights requiring replacement following testing last
summer. This work has been completed. We have our Fire Risk Assessment organised for week commencing 12/01
which will now include advice on fire door compliance. Running costs are being monitored and driven down where
possible. We are now using a new building insurer and moving away from Churches Fire to use local contractors.
We are also on the verge of transferring our banking to an online account with Unity Bank and anticipate an online
booking system being available during the summer.

Sparsholt School -
Sparsholt Shop -
Communications -
Security -

Transport — Nothing to report
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