Report to Wonston & Micheldever Ward Parish Councils January 2026 from Cllrs
Cunningham, Godfrey and Horrill

The government has proposed they postpone the May 2026 mayoral elections in
Hampshire and the Solent until May 2028. The upper tier authorities are proposing the
election should be in 2027 at the very latest. Caroline and Stephen asked the Council at
its meeting last night to call for the elections for the new Hampshire Mayor and for the
planned elections for City and County Councillors to all go ahead in May 2026. We
believe that the delay in these elections would be undemocratic. The Council agreed
our motion and we have communicated accordingly, but the final decision regarding
the elections is still to be announced by the Government.

The consultation for the four options currently being considered for local government
reorganisation has closed.

Five Councils: three options for four new councils in mainland Hampshire, with the Isle
of Wight remaining as a separate unitary authority, submitted by us and ten other
councils in Hampshire.

Four Councils submitted by Hampshire County Council and East Hampshire District
Council, for three new mainland councils in mainland Hampshire alongside the Isle of
Wight.

We await the Government verdict.

The Local Plan 2020-2040 is out for public consultation on the proposed major
modifications. Please respond by 16" January 2026 using the following link.

www.winchester.go.uk/main-modifications-consulation

Itis crucial the Council has an approved local plan, or the outcome will be a developer
free forall!

A consultation was held last week in Micheldever Station regarding the Reg 18 draft of
the Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan. Have your say about the plan especially about
the proposals for 1800 new homes in Popham Garden Village along with employment
space and a solar farm. Comments should be submitted by Friday 23" January to
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/DLP-have-your-say

Invitation from Donna Jones, Police and Crime Commissioner

| am pleased to invite members to the first ever Hampshire and Isle of Wight Road
Safety Summit which | am hosting next year with Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Constabulary.


http://www.winchester.go.uk/main-modifications-consulation
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/DLP-have-your-say
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Places are limited to this event, which will showcase the Safer Roads initiative and
shine a spotlight on key areas of road safety and partnership working across the two
counties.

Summit overview: With issues surrounding speeding, dangerous driving causing death
or serious injury, anti-social vehicle use, and the rising concern of e-bikes and e-
scooters, you will hear first-hand from the Constabulary’s Roads Policing Unit, and
about the problem-solving projects funded through the PCC's Road Safety Emerging
Needs Fund. The summit will also be an opportunity to put your questions to senior
police leaders and discuss the key road safety issues which affect communities.

Event Details

[] Date: 03/03/2026

@ Time: 9:00am arrivals for registration, ahead of 9:30am start

f Venue: Hilton Southampton, Utilita Bowl, Botley Road, West End, SO30 3XH

RSVP: https://luma.com/5n55t1bj

Key Themes

o Vision for Road Safety across Hampshire & Isle of Wight

L Hampshire & isle of Wight Safer Roads initiative

o Op Crush: e-scooters & e-bikes

o Op Chromium: young people; ASB driving.

. Overview of Highways from Hampshire County Council

o Hampshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary motorcycle capability

o Vulnherable road users

o Collective responsibility to reduce number of killed and seriously injured on our
roads

Tickets must be pre-booked and are limited.
Register now to secure your ticket: https://luma.com/5n55t1bj

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): proposed reforms and other changes
to the planning system

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government is currently consulting
on the proposed changes to the NPPF and a number of other changes to the planning
system. This Government public consultation closes at 11:45pm on 10 March 2026.

For further details about this public consultation please click on this link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-
proposed-reforms-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system



https://luma.com/5n55t1bj
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-proposed-reforms-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-proposed-reforms-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system
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The contract to build the five new affordable homes is underway. A piece will appearin
the next Parish magazine explaining about the new development and how to apply to be
on the council house register. Residents with a local connection will have priority.

The local enforcement team have been briefed about the need for urgent action on a
local case and will visit soon.

The new Headteacher Mrs Cutler started on 5" January. A Commissioning Service will
be held at the church on 22" January at 2:30. The Parish Council is most welcome to
attend.

The school will continue to use the church as part of the school estate following this
positive step last term.

The village is invited to join the Tidy Friday initiative held on alternate Friday afternoons
starting on the 16™, from 3:45 to 4:45 to tidy the outside areas of the school (please
bring your own tools).
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