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Minutes of the Sparsholt Parish Council Meeting held in the Memorial Hall on 
Thursday 20th November 2025 7.30pm 

  
Present  Cllr Sue Wood (Chair)     

Cllr John Little (Vice-Chair)               
Cllr Sam Culhane 
Cllr Mark Himbury  
Cllr Nigel Reid 
Cllr Jon Walthoe        

 
Apologies Cllr David Brown 

Cllr John Cooper 
Cllr Jan Warwick 

 
In Attendance  Becky Pickles (Clerk) 
  Cllr Caroline Horrill 

1 member of the public  
 
25/26-56  Apologies  

Apologies were noted as above 
 
25/26-57 To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interests (DPI’s) and Other Significant Interests (OSI’s) from 

members concerning specific items on the agenda 
 Cllr Nigel Reid declare an interest in a tree works planning application on agenda item 25/26-67  

 
25/26-58  Minutes of Meeting of 16th October 2025  

• To approve and sign the minutes  
The minutes had previously been circulated and were approved and signed by the Chair 

• To deal with any matters arising not on the agenda  
No matters arising 

 
25/26-59  Public participation  

One member of the public attended to observe the meeting 
 
25/26-60 County and City Councillors Reports  
  The County Councillors report was distributed to all Councillors before the meeting. No questions arose. 

Cllr Sue Wood gave an update on the state of the roads. She wrote to Cllr Jan Warwick, who replied stating that 
she would contact a highways engineer to come out and look at the trenches on the roadsides. Cllr Sue Wood 
will follow this up with another email to Cllr Jan Warwick. 

 
Cllr Caroline Horrill gave an update on the City Councillors report which she will email to the Clerk. The report 
included updates on the following: 

• The food waste schedule is rolling out and bins will be delivered soon  

• The LGR consultation was sent out yesterday 

• Planning – The proposed new town in Micheldever is not going ahead at this time. There is a plan for 
2300 at Popham airfield, Basingstoke and Dean which will require infrastructure 

• The Winchester Local Plan consultation begins tomorrow 

• The planned closure of Andover Road. There is a Traffic Order Proposal – Prohibition of driving on 
Andover Road and Wellhouse Lane, comments can be made on this proposal.    

• There is a consultation taking place on formation of Winchester Town Council 

• A follow up on the Woodman Close development. A residents meeting is being held on Monday 15th 
December 2025 in the Memorial Hall and construction will start in January 2026. Those eligible for the 
affordable homes need to be aware that there are criteria involved and what that criteria is. If anyone is 
interested, please contact Cllr Caroline Horrill 

• Salters Lane still has an outline planning application 

• Lanham Lane planning appeal finished last week with a decision due in January 2026 
Action: Cllr John Little to send out information to residents to comment on the Traffic Order Proposal for Andover Road 
   
25/26-61  Portfolio Reports 

The Portfolio Reports were distributed to Councillors before the meeting except the Memorial Hall, School and 
Playgrounds report: 
Memorial Hall - The Memorial Hall is looking for a cleaner 
School – The new Head Teacher is Mrs Gemma Cutler who will take up post in January 2026, Mrs Jane 
Gwilliam will continue as Acting Head until January 2026 and then resume her post as Deputy Head. The school 
are looking at a possible joint cleaning contract with the Memorial Hall. The Scholl is also reaching out more into 
the local community and is working with Lainston House. 
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Playground – Quotes have been obtained as ideas for new equipment at the Playground. Cllr David Brown has 
started a consultation with residents and parents at the school and will share these findings and a definitive 
proposal at the January 2026 meeting. 

Action:  Cllr Caroline Horrill to send information about the new Head of the School to Cllr John Little for distribution 
Action: Cllr David Brown to deliver a proposal for the new play equipment at the January 2026 Parish Council meeting. 
 
25/26-62  Partnership Speed Enforcement Scheme 

Cllr Sue Wood explained that there is a grant available for purchase of another SID, there is also a grant 
available for a yellow fixed speed camera, which is not appropriate for Sparsholt Village. The closing date for 
applications for the grant is Friday 28th November 2025.   

Action: The Clerk to apply for the grant for another SID 
 
25/26-63  Traffic Plan and Road Safety Plan (Cllr Walthoe)  

The SID is up and working, data will be collected from it each time it is moved. Tony Nelson, who is moving the 
SID has asked for two more brackets at approx. £25.00 each and jubilee clips. It has been noted that the SID is 
quite bright, and the Parish Council need to be sensitive to this if they receive a complaint. 
Cllr Sue Wood gave an update on the Village Community Funded initiative with Hampshire County Council to 
replace, repair and provide new signs around the village which is now moving forward with a ballpark figure of 15-
20k and a time frame of 6 month to a year. An Invoice for £850.00 has been received, the Councillors agreed to 
pay this invoice and asked Cllr Sue Wood to clarify the exact works that will be completed and if the £850.00 
invoice is part of the original quote.  

Action: Cllr Jon Walthoe to apply for a taller pole near the church/school/Memorial Hall.  
Action: Tony Nelson to purchase jubilee clips and add to invoice 
Action: The Clerk to buy two more brackets for the SID  
Action: Cllr Sue Wood to contact Simeon to clarify the exact works that will be completed and if the £850.00 invoice is part 
of the original quote. The Clerk to set up payment for the £850.00 invoice 
 
25/26-64  HALC AGM and Conference Wednesday 22nd October 2025 (Cllr Wood) 
  Cllr Sue Wood went through the key points from this event  
 
25/26-65  Cellnex Reply 

The Cellnex reply had been forward to all Councillors before the meeting, comments were that it will improve the 
signal in the village 

 
25/26-66  Finance Recommendations as set out in the Finance Subcommittee Report 
1. Accounts update  

a. Budget/Actual Report to 31st October 2025 

25/26 YTD

INCOME Income % total Income % total Income

 £      22,608 43%  £               22,609 96%  £        22,608 

 £        1,000 2%  £                  1,000 4%  £           1,000 

 £      28,698 54%  £                         -   0%  £           1,022 

 £            434 1%  £                         -   0%  £              456 

 £     52,740 100%  £               23,609 100%  £        25,086 

 Expend % total  Expend % total  Expend 

 £        7,072 31%  £                  7,992 33%  £           1,887 

 £        9,907 44%  £                  8,565 36%  £           5,051 

 £        2,443 11%  £                  2,652 11%  £           2,318 

 £            794 3%  £                  1,027 4%  £           1,244 

 £        2,141 9%  £                  3,704 15%  £           3,256 

 £            373 2%  £                         -   0%  £              881 

 £                  - 0%  £                           - 0%  £                    - TOTAL 

EXPENDITUR  £     22,730 100%  £               23,940 100%  £        14,637 

 £     30,010  £                   (331)  £        10,450 

 £            373  £              881 

 £   (30,383)  £        (1,636)

 £                  -  £          9,695 

TOTAL INCOME

2025-26 Income and Expenditure Summary - as of 31 Oct 2025

Precept & Grants

Rental Income - Well House

Other Income - Parish Council

Other Income  - Parish Council held funds (Ham Green, Defib)

24/25 Actual 25/26 Budget

EXPENDITURE

Upkeep Parish Grounds/Property

Staff Costs

Administration

Training & Subscriptions

Drawn from RESERVES

 REMAINING to Spend or Move to or (Draw from) RESERVES

Other Expenditure - Parish Council

Other Expenditure - Parish Council held funds (Ham Green, Defib)

Misc

INCOME MINUS EXPENDITURE (GROSS)

Added to RESERVES

 
All the accounts reconcile 
 
b. Payments to approve 

04/09/2025 PV35 Peter Yeates Arboriculture LtdFootpath Maintenance Footpath Maintenance £660.00

04/09/2025 PV36 Elan City Ltd SLR Speed Limit Reminder £3,078.97

04/09/2025 PV37 M Hewson Ham Green Sundries and First Aid Training Ham Green £663.45

09/09/2025 PV38 Kimball Smith Payroll Services General Admin £162.00

25/09/2025 PV39 Peter Yeates Arboriculture LtdFootpath Maintenance Footpath Maintenance £780.00

25/09/2025 PV40 HMRC PAYE - September 2025 Clerk's Salary £162.51

30/09/2025 PV41 R Pickles Salary - September 2025 Clerk's Salary £540.47

30/09/2025 PV42 Unity Bank Bank Charges Bank Service Charge £6.00

22/10/2025 PV43 Banham Security CCTV Maintenance Well House Maintenance £116.86

22/10/2025 PV44 Sparsholt Memorial Hall Meeting Hall Hire Hall Hire £200.00

31/10/2025 PV45 R Pickles Salary - October 2025 Clerk's Salary £654.46

22/10/2025 PV46 HMRC PAYE - October 2025 Clerk's Salary £212.50

31/10/2025 PV47 Unity Bank Bank Charges Bank Service Charge £6.00  



SPARSHOLT PARISH COUNCIL

Signed: Sue Wood    

Parish Chair 
 

Email:clerk@sparsholtparish.org 

Telephone: 07553 033298 
Page 3 

 

  

PV35

PV36

PV37

PV38

PV39

PV40

PV41

PV42

PV43

PV44

PV45

PV46

PV47   

Highways Act 1980, s.43, 50(Maintain, improve paths and signs)

Highways Act 1980; Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3(Install signs, maintain verges)

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9–10(Maintain village greens and parks)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Highways Act 1980, s.43, 50(Maintain, improve paths and signs)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Local Government Act 1972, s.133(Build, manage, support)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)

Local Government Act 1972, s.111(General powers to support other functions)  
 

c. Receipts to note 
03-Sep-25 RV04 Winchester City Council Precept Precept 11,304.00£                 

25-Sep-25 RV05 Sparsholt PCC Donation to Ham Green Ham Green Receipts 456.00£                         

30-Sep-25 RV06 Unity Bank Credit Interest Bank Interest 414.90£                         

04-Oct-25 RV07 Sparsholt Village Shop Shop Rent 2025 Well House Rent 1,000.00£                 
 

d. Bank Reconciliation and Statements– Cllr John Little completed a Bank Reconciliation. Cllr Sue Wood signed two months 
Bank Statements 

Councillors approved payments PV35-PV47 and noted the receipts.  
 
2. Proposed Budget for 2026-2027  
The Council approved the budget for 2026-2027  

 
3. Proposed Precept for 2026-2027 
The Council approved an increase in the Precept of 3.01% to £23288.00 
Action: Clerk to complete the Precept form 
 
4. Donation to Ham Green from Sparsholt PCC of £456.00  

Cllrs noted  
Action: Clerk to reply to Sally Wesley’s email on behalf of Sparsholt Parish Council thanking them for the donation 

 
5. Unity Bank – reduction in interest rate  
The Council noted the change on the interest rate for the Instant Access account. 
 
6. Grant Request – Citizens Advice email 15/09/25 
The Council approved a grant of £150 to be paid to Citizens Advice Winchester 
Action: The Clerk to contact Citizen’s Advice Winchester informing them of their successful grant application and to set 
up the payment 

 
7. Review Policies 

a) IT Policy 
The Council adopted the new IT Policy 
The Council noted and reaffirmed that with regard to 3.2 the only equipment etc deemed necessary by the council is for 
the clerk 

b) Complaints Policy  
The Council adopted the Complaints Policy with the following changes: 

• Update the Clerk’s address under Submitting a complaint 

• Change all ‘should’ to ‘will’  
c) Local Council Powers  

The Council adopted the Local Council Powers with no changes: 
d) Publication Scheme –  

The Council adopted the Publication Scheme with the following changes: 

• Change 20p to 80p per sheet throughout the whole document 

• Add website to how information is obtained for Annual return, Grants given and received, Contracts awarded, Asset 
register and Register of Members interests 

• Add IT Policy to Policies and Procedures  
Action: Clerk to update Policies as above, to minute and post update policies on the website. Clerk to distribute policy 
updates more evenly throughout the year. 

 
8. Website 
The Council agreed to use Aubergine for a new website and email addresses.  
The Council agreed to sparsholt-pc.gov.uk as a domain name.  
The Council agreed to the changeover processes starting to take place from January 2026 
Action: Clerk to start changeover processes from January 2026 
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25/26-67  Planning  

• To review and comment on planning applications 

• To note any enforcement matters – no update 

• To consider and where possible comment on applications received after publication of Notice   
New Applications 

28/10/25 25/02201/TPC The House at 
Pooh Corner 
Home Lane 

T1 - Ash - Coppice @ approx 1.5m 
T2 - Field Maple - Reduce to approx 0.5m below previous 
reduction points. 

Current 

Sparsholt Parish Council has no comment and leaves the decision to the Winchester City Tree Officer 

20/10/25 25/02137/TPC Wheathill 
Church Lane 

T1: Beech. Fell 
The tree has advanced colonisation by Armillaria melea and 
Ganiderma australe, both visible at ground level, south 
buttresses. 

Current 

Sparsholt Parish Council has no comment and leaves the decision to the Winchester City Tree Officer 

20/10/25 25/02132/TPC Locks Lane 
House 
Locks Lane 

G1: Aesculus hippocastanum x 3. 
The trees have grown as a group, and working from south to 
north, the second and 
third trees exhibit serious structural and physiological defects 
that render retention in 
their current form unfeasible. Tree 2 has a significant included 
union at 2m, a cavity at 
5m W aspect (500 x 400mm), and a large cavity and bark de-
laminantion at 12m E 
aspect where its appears a top has failed historically. Tree 3 has 
lost a large limb historically, with extensive cambial death around 
the stem at 1m, and colonisation by Cerioporous squamosus 
(moderate significance on this species). There is also an 
included union at 3m. Overall, the trees have grown as a group, 
and the failure of one of them is likely to 
result in upper canopy failures of the others into the direction of 
the prevailing wind. At 
present, upper canopy failure is entirely foreseeable, so a 
significant reduction is 
necessary. Reduce in height by 8 - 10m, to leave a finished 
height of 10m. 

Current 

Sparsholt Parish Council has no comment and leaves the decision to the Winchester City Tree Officer 

Current Applications   

07/10/25 25/02046/TPC Church Mead 
Home Lane 

I have a mature almond tree in the middle of my back garden. I 
wish to have a crown lift of up to 2.5 meters carried out on the 
tree. Additionally, I have a mature, and damaged, conifer on 
the western border of my garden (along the boundary with the 
easternmost of the Lambourne cottages) which is now in very 
poor condition and needs to be felled. 

No 
Objection 

07/10/25 25/01993/TPC Clareholme 
Church Lane 

T1 - Sycamore - in severe decline. Pollard @ approx 5m No 
Objection 

18/09/25 
 

25/01874/OUT 

 

Land at 
Harestock 
Corner, Salters 
Lane 
 

Outline planning application with all matters reserved, 
excluding access, for development of up to 180 dwellings (Use 
Class C3), provision of public open space, associated 
landscaping, drainage and infrastructure works, and formation 
of a new access from Stockbridge Road 

Current 

16/09/25 25/01864/TPC Woodbine 
House, Home 
Lane 

T1 Oak fell suppressed and small tree low amenity. T2 
Hawthorn fell small tree low amenity. T3 Walnut fell small tree 
and self-seeded in wrong place in flower bed, low amenity. T4 
Weeping Birch fell small tree low amenity. T5 Ash Reduce 
canopy height and spread by 3 meters due to the presence of 
a significant decay pocket in the lower stem, with Dryad’s 
Saddle (Polyporus squamosus) observed, indicating internal 
decay and potential structural compromise. 

No 
Objection 

09/09/25 25/01831/TPC The Haven 
Woodman Lane 

T1 and T2 – Sycamore - Fell No 
Objection 

08/04/25 25/00755/HED Sparsholt 
College 
Westley Lane 

Removal of 1.5m of hedgerow Current 

23/01/25 24/02737/OUT Land West of 
Lanham Lane 
Winchester 

Outline planning permission for up to 188 houses including 
Custom and Self Build housing with all matters reserved 
except for access – Public Enquiry Starts 4th November 

Current  

Recent decisions 
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02/07/25 25/01292/PNSOL Sparsholt College 
Westerley Court 
Road 

Installation of approx. 96 solar PV Panels on roof of 
existing agricultural barn 

Approval 
not 
required 

16/06/25 25/01204/FUL Dean House 
Woodman Lane 

Creation of a new agricultural access Permitted 

 
 
     Date of next meeting – Thursday 15th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

     Meeting closed at 21:10 
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