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Report to Wonston & Micheldever Ward Parish Councils September 
2025 from Cllrs Cunningham, Godfrey and Horrill 
 

Local Government Reorganisation 

Two periods of public consultation on the options for Local Government Reorganisation 
in the Hampshire & Solent area have been completed.  Each of the 15 existing Councils 
will submit their preferred option to Government by the end of September, which we 
hope will reflect the responses from the public.  There are two different proposals: one 
of 4 new unitary councils based around Basingstoke, Winchester, Southampton, and 
Winchester and the other of 3 new unitaries that join Basingstoke and Winchester 
together plus larger Southampton and Portsmouth unitaries.  Both proposals propose 
keeping a separate Council for the Isle of Wight.  

The Government have set six criteria which the LGR proposals must satisfy. 
1.          Achieve for the whole area the establishment of a single tier of local government 
2.          Be the right size to achieve efficiencies, improve capacity and withstand financial 
shocks 
3.          Prioritise the delivery of high quality and sustainable services 
4.          Show Councils have worked together when coming to a view that meets local 
needs and is informed by local views 
5.          Must support the devolution arrangements 
6.          Enable strong community engagement and deliver neighbourhood 
empowerment 
 
The position regarding local elections in May 2026 is still to be confirmed. It is uncertain 
whether all out Hampshire County Council elections and a third of Winchester City 
Council seats will be contested. It is anticipated the new unitary shadow authorities will 
be up for election in May 2027.  

Later in the year/early 2026 the Government will consult the public on the proposal 
selected by ministers from those submitted. 

The Government will decide the final structure for local government in Hampshire, 
probably by the end of 2025.  Do contact us if you want more details. 

Bin Collections 

Residents have received an update from the Council on the introduction of food waste 
from October 2025 alongside a new bin collection calendar up until September 2026. 
All households will receive a small grey kitchen caddy, with most also receiving a 
lockable outdoor bin, although blocks of flats may have a shared wheelie bin. The 
helpful leaflet also provides a useful reminder of the items which are acceptable for 
recycling and that small electrical items and batteries can also be recycled. 
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Local Plan 

The City Council still awaits the decision on the draft local plan from the Planning 
Inspector. The New Town decision for Micheldever Station (circa 20,000 houses) is still 
awaited, but we do know the Popham airfield proposal will be included in the 
Basingstoke and Deane Reg 18 plan which will be considered this Autumn. 

Community Governance Review 

The Council is proposing a governance review to make the Town Forum a Parish 
Council. This is seen as a positive move but the desire by the administration to expand 
the city area is causing concern especially from Littleton and Harestock Parish Council. 

Twinning 

The City Council has endorsed a new twinning agreement between Winchester and 
Nizhyn in Ukraine. Nizhyn (pronounced ‘Nee-jin’) is a historic city located in the 
Chernihiv region along the Oster River. It has a population of around 72,000 and is 
home to over 300 historic buildings, 70 of which are of significant cultural and historic 
value. Its university, which was established in 1805, is one of the oldest in Ukraine. 

Grant funding for not-for-profit groups 

Grants of up to £3000 are available for one-off pieces of expenditure on projects, 
equipment and other items which will help your organisation to do more, to reach more 
people, to provide better services or to try something different.  

To apply or find out more, visit our District Small Grants webpage. 

Local Issues 

Unhappiness from some residents about the reporting of the issues surrounding noise 
at two parties in the village earlier in the summer. 

Ongoing vigilance required as rural crime prevails and the break ins to steal gardening 
and farming equipment continue in our area. 

You can contact your City Councillors at any time, or you can catch us at any of the 
Parish Council meetings.   

Cllr Stephen Godfrey - 119 Downs Road, South Wonston SO21 3EH Tel: 07903 809375. 
Email: sgodfrey@winchester.gov.uk 

Cllr Caroline Horrill - Wheatlands, Woodman Lane, Sparsholt SO21 2NS Tel: 07710 
067620. Email: chorrill@winchester.gov.uk 

Cllr Patrick Cunningham - The Corner House, North Drive, Littleton SO22 6QA Tel: 
07866 367897. Email: pcunningham@winchester.gov.uk 


