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Minutes of the Sparsholt Parish Council Meeting held in the Memorial Hall on 
Thursday 18th September 2025 7.30pm 

  
Present  Cllr Sue Wood (Chair)     

Cllr John Little (Vice-Chair)              
Cllr David Brown 
Cllr John Cooper  

            
Apologies Cllr Sam Culhane 

Cllr Mark Himbury 
Cllr Nigel Reid 
Cllr Jon Walthoe 
Cllr Jan Warwick 

 
In Attendance  Becky Pickles (Clerk) 
  Cllr Caroline Horrill 

0 members of the public  
 
25/26-35  Apologies:  

Apologies were noted as above 
 
25/26-36 To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interests (DPI’s) and Other Significant Interests (OSI’s) from 

members concerning specific items on the agenda 
Cllr John Little declared an interest in a planning application on agenda item 25/26-45. 

 
25/26-37  Minutes of Meeting of 24th July 2025  

• To approve and sign the minutes  
The minutes had previously been circulated and were approved and signed by the Chair 

• To deal with any matters arising not on the agenda 
There were no matters arising 

 
25/26-38  Public participation – No members of public present 
 
25/26-39 County and City Councillor Reports 

Both the County and City reports were distributed to Councillors before the meeting and included information on 
Local Government Reorganisation, Hampshire Police warning of quad bike thefts, the appointment of the new 
HCC Chief Executive, bin collections, Local plan, Community Governance review, Twinning and grants for not-
for-profit groups. There were no questions arising from the reports. 
Cllr Sue Wood asked Cllr Caroline Horrill for an update on the new homes in Bostock Close, in response Cllr 
Caroline Horrill said that several tenders had been submitted to WCC and a decision on which one to accept was 
imminent.  

   
25/26-40 Local Government Reorganisation – HCC Briefing 7th August 2025 and WCC Briefing 2nd September 2025 

Cllr Sue Wood gave an outline of the two briefings that she and the Clerk had attended online, one for HCC and 
one for WCC in August and September. Cllr Sue Wood and the Clerk also attended another one for HCC this 
afternoon. 

 
25/26-41  Portfolio Reports 

The portfolio report was distributed to all councillors before the meeting. 
A discussion took place following a complaint from a resident about the state of repair of the path from Bostock 
Close to the path behind the school. 
The bin at Ham Green Common has been hit and damaged. 
The replacement toddler playground equipment was discussed, and it was decided that it would be ordered and 
in place before the end of this financial year. 
School – Cllr Caroline Horrill gave an update on the school. Jane Gwilliam is acting Head Teacher and has made 
some positive changes, the children are really enjoying the new lunch system. Interviews for the new Head 
Teacher are taking place next week. 

Actions: Cllr Sue Wood to discuss the footpath with the part owner. Cllr David Brown to send information and the quote 
for the playground equipment to the Clerk. The Clerk to source other companies for additional playground equipment 
quotes.  
 
25/26-42  Resilience Planning Update (Cllr Little) 

Cllr John Little explained that the booklet has now been printed and will be distributed next weekend. This was 
achieved at a considerably reduced cost thanks to a contact through Cllr Mark Himbury. Cllr John Little is still 
working on the details for the responders for the rest of the plan.  

Action: Cllr John Little to update the Council on the details for the responders at the November Parish Council meeting. 
 
25/26-43  Traffic Plan and Road Safety Plan (Cllr Walthoe) 
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Cllr Jon Walthoe gave apologies for this evening’s meeting and sent an update via email. The Chair read out the 
email.  
SID - Cllr Jon Walthoe has the Speed Indicator Device and batteries. It was decided that installing and moving 
the SID and charging the batteries will be carried out by professionals. Moving the SID will take place at two-
week intervals across the six locations. Cllr John Little emailed the Clerk a site location map for the SID.  
Repairs - Cllr Jon Walthoe has been chasing the repairs agreed in the village with Alistair at HCC to no avail. 
This issue was discussed as HCC recommended and agreed that Sparsholt should have some new signs, the 
Parish Council decided to buy some of these signs. The village has also been waiting 18 months for repairs to 
the white lines, pinch points, white gates, bollards, potholes etc.  
20mph Survey – Cllr Jon Walthoe met with a member of the traffic team from HCC and was informed that Alistair 
from HCC has now suggested that we need about 5 surveys at multiple points in the village and at all ways in. 
This matter was discussed, and it was decided that appropriate to getting 20mph limit, the correct specification is 
needed from HCC for us to apply for 20mph so that the correct number of surveys can be organised. 

Actions: The Clerk to contact companies regarding installing and moving the SID and charging the batteries. The Clerk to 
email SID site location map to Cllr Jon Walthoe. Cllr David Brown to email the information for the Horse and Sparsholt 
Village signs to the Clerk. The Clerk to obtain quotes for the signs. Cllr Sue Wood to email Cllr Jan Warwick asking for 
confirmation of the correct specification needed from HCC for us to apply for 20mph so that we can organise the correct 
number of surveys. Cllr Sue Wood to email Cllrs Jan Warwick and Caroline Horrill for an update on the white lines, pinch 
points, white gates, bollards, new signs, potholes etc. as we have been waiting 18 months.  
 
25/26-44  Finance 
1. Accounts update for September 2025  

a. Budget/Actual Report  

25/26 YTD

INCOME Income % total Income % total Income

 £      22,608 43%  £               22,609 96%  £        11,304 

 £        1,000 2%  £                  1,000 4%  £                  -   

 £      28,698 54%  £                         -   0%  £              607 

 £            434 1%  £                         -   0%  £                  -   

 £     52,740 100%  £               23,609 100%  £        11,911 

 Expend % total  Expend % total  Expend 

 £        7,072 31%  £                  7,992 33%  £              330 

 £        9,907 44%  £                  8,565 36%  £           3,481 

 £        2,443 11%  £                  2,652 11%  £           1,944 

 £            794 3%  £                  1,027 4%  £           1,244 

 £        2,141 9%  £                  3,704 15%  £              177 

 £            373 2%  £                         -   0%  £              218 

 £                  - 0%  £                           - 0%  £                    - TOTAL 

EXPENDITUR  £     22,730 100%  £               23,940 100%  £          7,394 

 £     30,010  £                   (331)  £          4,518 

 £            373  £              218 

 £   (30,383)  £            (765)

 £                  -  £          3,971 

TOTAL INCOME

2025-26 Income and Expenditure Summary - as of 31 Aug 2025

Precept & Grants

Rental Income - Well House

Other Income - Parish Council

Other Income  - Parish Council held funds (Ham Green, Defib)

24/25 Actual 25/26 Budget

EXPENDITURE

Upkeep Parish Grounds/Property

Staff Costs

Administration

Training & Subscriptions

Drawn from RESERVES

 REMAINING to Spend or Move to or (Draw from) RESERVES

Other Expenditure - Parish Council

Other Expenditure - Parish Council held funds (Ham Green, Defib)

Misc

INCOME MINUS EXPENDITURE (GROSS)

Added to RESERVES

 
All the accounts reconcile 

 
b. Payments to approve 

25/07/2025 PV23 Appleton Signs Dog Fouling Sign Ham Green £42.00

25/07/2025 PV24 R Pickles - reimbursement Aluminium Post Ham Green £100.68

25/07/2025 PV25 HMRC PAYE - July 2025 Clerk's Salary £162.51

31/07/2025 PV26 R Pickles Salary - July 2025 Clerk's Salary £540.47

25/07/2025 PV27 ICO ICO Certificate GDPR £47.00

31/07/2025 PV28 Unity Bank Bank Charges Bank Service Charge £6.00

06/08/2025 PV29 J Little - reimbursement Hosting and Domain fee Hosting and Domain fee £200.68

18/08/2025 PV30 HMRC PAYE - August 2025 Clerk's Salary £162.51

29/08/2025 PV31 R Pickles Salary - August 2025 Clerk's Salary £540.47

18/08/2025 PV32 ADH Printing Emergency Plan Booklet General Admin £182.00

18/08/2025 PV33 BDO LLP External Auditor Audits £378.00

31/08/2025 PV34 Unity Bank Bank Charges Bank Service Charge £6.00  
c. Receipts to note 

17-Jul-25 RV03 Colden Common Parish Council CILCA Contribution Other receipts 225.00£                    
 

d. Bank Reconciliation – Cllr John Little completed a Bank Reconciliation 
 

Councillors approved payments PV23-PV34 and noted the receipt.  
 
2. Progress on Expenditure Items – The Council noted the updates and expenditure 

 
3. Preparing for November’s Budget Discussion – The Council noted the current thoughts are that we would be aiming for a 

minimal increase on the precept, this will be discussed in detail at the next Finance Subcommittee meeting and presented at 
the November Full Parish Council meeting for Council approval. 

 
4. External Auditors Report – The Council noted that the BDO LLP have completed the external audit with no concerns or 

recommendations advised. The Clerk has posted the Notice of Conclusion of the Audit on the website and the two main 
noticeboards and the certified AGAR on the website.  
 



SPARSHOLT PARISH COUNCIL

Signed: Sue Wood    

Parish Chair 
 

Email:clerk@sparsholtparish.org 

Telephone: 07553 033298 
Page 3 

 

5. Finance Sub-committee schedule – Councillors noted the dates 
Action: Advise Sub-committee Councillors to put dates in their diaries or advise the clerk if not able to attend so that an 
alternative can be arranged. 
 
6. SAPPP Practitioners Guide 2025 – Councillors agreed to the following actions. 
Actions:  

• The Clerk to draft an IT Policy ready for the next Finance Subcommittee meeting in November 2025  

• Clerk to produce a Members Information form for all Councillors to sign  

• Cllr John Little to display a privacy notice on the website 

• Clerk to contact the Internal Auditor and update letter of engagement 

• Clerk to investigate how to record method of valuation on the Asset Register 

• Cllr John Little and the Clerk to review the accessibility of the Parish Council Website 

• Publication scheme to be reviewed at the November Finance Subcommittee meeting 

 
7. Local Government Pay Agreement – Councillors approved the Local Government Pay Increase for the Clerk 
Action: Clerk to contact payroll with new pay agreement 

 
8. Invoice Shop Annual Rent – Councillors note that the invoice will be sent to the shop in accordance with the agreed lease 

terms. 
Action: The Clerk to invoice the Shop  

 
9. Ham Green Common Association SINC Update – Councillors noted the update 

 
10. Review Policies 

a) Standing Orders – Councillors approved and adopted the updated Standing Orders  
b) Data Protection Policy – Councillors approved and adopted the Data Protection Policy with one change to Point 8 

• Point 8 - Change ‘The clerk’s email signature to carry the following statement…..’ to ‘The clerk’s email signature 
and the Parish Website to carry the following statement…..’  
c) Internal Financial Controls – Councillors approved the Internal Financial Controls with no changes apart from to take 

the last Clerk’s information off the footer 
d) Reserves Policy – Councillors approved and adopted the Reserves Policy with the following changes. 

• To update the Reserves recommendation to 2025/26 Financial year. Take off reported in separate document 

• To change the wording in the General Reserves second paragraph to ‘at least 9 months of the precept income’ 
instead of ‘between six and nine months precept income’ 

• The Reserves table of specific reserve amounts be removed as this is documented in the relevant Council minutes. 
Action: Clerk to update Policies as above, to minute and post updated policies on the website  
 
25/26-45  Planning  

• To review and comment on planning applications 

• To note any enforcement matters – Cllr Sue Wood gave an update and read out an email that she had 
also forwarded onto Cllr Caroline Horrill 

• To consider and where possible comment on applications received after publication of Notice   
     New Applications 
This application was received after the publication of the agenda –  
16/09/25 – 25/01864/TPC – Woodbine House, Home Lane. 
T1 Oak fell suppressed and small tree low amenity. T2 Hawthorn fell small tree low amenity. T3 Walnut fell small tree and self-seeded 
in wrong place in flower bed, low amenity. T4 Weeping Birch fell small tree low amenity. T5 Ash Reduce canopy height and spread 
by 3 meters due to the presence of a significant decay pocket in the lower stem, with Dryad’s Saddle (Polyporus squamosus) 
observed, indicating internal decay and potential structural compromise. 
Comment agreed – Sparsholt Parish Council has no comment and leaves the decision to the Winchester City Tree Officer 

 
This application was received at 18:00 Thursday 18th September after the publication of the agenda 
18/09/2025 – 25/01874/OUT – Land at Harestock Corner, Salters Lane. 
Outline planning application with all matters reserved, excluding access, for development of up to 180 dwellings (Use Class C3), 
provision of public open space, associated landscaping, drainage and infrastructure works, and formation of a new access from 
Stockbridge Road 
Action: Clerk to contact Case Officer and ask for an extension for comments to 20th October 2025 after the next Parish 
Council meeting 
 

09/09/25 25/01831/TPC The Haven 
Woodman Lane 

T1 and T2 – Sycamore - Fell Current 

Comment agreed – Sparsholt Parish Council has no comment and leaves the decision to the Winchester City Tree Officer 

02/09/25 25/01781/TPC The Thatched 
House  
Church Lane 

T1 Felling of a Silver Birch (approx. 100mm 
diameter at 1.5M) which was planted by us a few 
years ago. We now realise that it was planted 
too near to a mature Maple (T2). There is 
another Silver Birch planted further away that will 

Current 
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be retained. T2 The removal of a lower limb of 
the Maple and raise the crown to 5m to remove 
branches overhanging/overshadowing a yew 
hedge and decorative flower beds 

Comment agreed – Sparsholt Parish Council has no comment and leaves the decision to the Winchester City Tree Officer 

18/08/25 25/01580/HOU 8 The Barns 
Church Farm 
Woodman Lane 

Erection of ancilliary outbuilding with integrated 
garden storage space in garden 

Current 

Comment – Sparsholt Parish Council support this application 

11/08/25 25/01619/DIC Sparsholt Manor 
Woodman Lane 

Discharge conditions 3 (materials) and 4 
(detailed drawings) of permission 24/00991/HOU 

Current 

 
     Current Applications   

03/07/25 25/01352/TPC Ashbridge 
Home Lane 

T1 – Field Maple – removal at ground level of 
a single field maple on the Home Lane side 
bank 

Current 

02/07/25 25/01292/PNSOL Sparsholt College 
Westerley Court 
Road 

Installation of approx. 96 solar PV Panels on 
roof of existing agricultural barn 

Current 

16/06/25 25/01204/FUL Dean House 
Woodman Lane 

Creation of a new agricultural access Current  

08/04/25 25/00755/HED Sparsholt College 
Westley Lane 

Removal of 1.5m of hedgerow Current 

23/01/25 24/02737/OUT Land West of 
Lanham Lane 
Winchester 

Outline planning permission for up to 188 
houses including Custom and Self Build 
housing with all matters reserved except for 
access 

Current – 
Public 
Enquiry to 
take place 

 
     Recent decisions 

30/06/25 25/01309/TPC Wheatlands 
Woodman Lane 

Remove at ground level (Small Bay) and T2 
Small Fern  

Permitted 

30/06/25 25/01316/HOU Wheathill 
Church Lane 

Erection of a free-standing powder coated 
aluminium glasshouse sited on a concrete ring 
beam/slab foundation 

Permitted 

21/04/25 25/00829/TPC Ashcombe House 
Home Lane 

T1 – Sycamore – Remove at ground level 1 
small Sycamore on roadside bank 

Permitted 

 
 
     Date of next meeting - Thursday 16th October 2025 at 7.30pm 

     Meeting closed at 20:55 

 


	25/26-39 County and City Councillor Reports

